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A pressure group opposed to al-
leged illegal night flights in and
out of Trudeauairport inDorval
says a SupremeCourt of Canada
decision this week not to hear
their appeal does not spell the
endof theirfight.
“There are other legal and po-

litical possibilities available to
us,” said Luc Marion, chairper-
son of the Citoyens pour une
qualité de vie, which has eight
chapters in Montreal’s west end
and theWest Island.
The high court said Thursday

it would not hear an appeal of
the refusal by the Quebec Court
of Appeal last fall to authorize a
$183-million class-action suit by
the group against Aéroports de
Montréal, which runs Pierre El-
liott Trudeau International Air-
port on behalf of Transport
Canada.
ADM official Christiane Beau-

lieu called the high-court ruling
“a denouement that we appreci-
ate a lot.”
The Supreme Court decision

means the Quebec appeals
court’s ruling stands.
That ruling found the group’s

class-action application to be

“too diffuse” in terms of the ter-
ritory from which people could
potentially allege loss of enjoy-
mentof life fromnightflights.
But Court of Appeal Justice

Louise Otis said a class-action
initiative pared down to three
municipalities closest to the air-
port – Dorval, Pointe Claire and
St. Laurent – would stand a good
chanceof beingapproved.
Louis Beauregard, lawyer for

the pressure group, said its
board is to meet Thursday to de-
cide whether to approve a more
focusedclass-actionapplication.
At issue are the operating

practices by which Aéroports de
Montréal has quietly allowed for
an increase in night flights in
andoutof Trudeauairport.
According to Transport Cana-

da regulations, flights into and
out of Trudeau between 1 a.m.

and 7 a.m. are allowed only for
small aircraft. Planes weighing
more than 45,000 kilograms can
fly between these hours only for
exceptional reasons, like bad
weatheror emergencies.
But inApril 2000, ADMstarted

granting exemptions to Air
Canada and American Airlines.
In 2004, exemptionswere extend-
ed toAirTransat andSkyservice
– in this latter case, without the
ADM’s noise-abatement commit-
tee evenbeingconsulted.
The citizens group, sensing ex-

emptionswere quietly becoming
standard operating practices,
originally filed its class-action
application inJanuary2002.
TheADMholds its annual gen-

eralmeetingonMay8.
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SUPREME COURT ENDS CLASS ACTION
But pared-down lawsuit could take off

Dorval night-flight foes unbowed
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Last-minute efforts by the city of
Montreal to forceDevimco Inc. to
“green up” its proposed Griffin-
town development don’t change
the fundamental nature of the
project, critics saidyesterday.
“The heart and soul of this

project is still a commercial
shopping centre built on two
huge megablocks with big-box
stores and boutiques, and towers
above them,” said Chris Gobeil,
a property-owner in Griffintown
andavocal foeof theproject.
“When you’ve got 4,000 cars

coming out of there on a Satur-
day afternoon, you’re not talking
green. You’re talking grey. This
will beaparadise forcars.”
He said he is pleased Devimco

is adding $40 million to the pro-
ject for such gestures as subsi-
dized transit passes for residents
and employees, energy-saving
appliances and a larger contri-
bution to a tramway project on
Peel St. But he worries the resi-
dential component of the pro-
grammight never be completed,
or at leastnot formanyyears.
Richard Bergeron, leader of

the ProjetMontréal party, said he
will register his opposition to the
project if it is brought to a vote at
Monday’s council meeting. The
city’s last-minute greening ef-
forts are much too little and far
too late,”Bergeronsaid.
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No need to rush plan,
Editorial, Page B6

Better, but still no cigar,
Aubin, Page B7

Griffintown
project’s

critics wary
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A CAUSE TO REMEMBER Comedian Joey Elias (left), Royal Canadian Le-
gion Branch 85/90 member Donal Smith and Branch 85/90 president Irene Tait
gather at the Lachine cenotaph, which was vandalized in December. Elias head-
lined a gala last night at the Lachine Legion branch to raise funds for repairs.
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Fearing that Quebec primary
and high-school students will
soon be deprived of a basic
Christian education, a coalition
of Catholics, Protestants andOr-
thodox Copts is urging parents
to demand their children be ex-
empt from the province’s man-
datory new “ethics and religious
culture” course.
The course – required of the

close to onemillion pupils in the
province’s public and private
schools, from Grade 1 to Grade
11, starting in September – goes
against the principle of parents’
freedom of choice in their child-
ren’s education, the Coalition
pour la libertéenÉducationsays.
The group has printed a one-

page “Application for Exemption
of a Student” form that parents
can submit to their child’s school
board, with instructions on how
to appeal if the application is re-
fused. The form can be down-
loaded from the coalition’s web-
site,www.coalition-cle.org
To keep track of the applica-

tions, the Christian coalition –
which describes itself as a grass-
roots group of volunteers with
no church or government fund-
ing – is encouraging parents to
fax it copies of the completed
formsaswell as the responses.
At a Montreal news confer-

ence, representatives of the
coalition defined themselves by
denomination. The group’s pres-

ident is RomanCatholic; its vice-
president is Evangelical. They
were flanked by the president of
GreaterMontreal OrthodoxCop-
tic Community Association and
aPresbyterian sociologist.
Publicizing a demonstration

being organized for May 3 in
Sherbrooke, coalition leaders
laid out their objections to the
newcourse, saying they’dbehap-
pier if no religious instruction
were given in schools, rather
than one that is bound to “con-
fuse”students in theirbeliefs.
The new course is described in

detail on the Quebec Education
Department website, www.mels.
gouv.qc.ca/ecr
In the class, students will

“learnabout the important place
of Catholicism and Protestant-
ism in Quebec’s religious her-
itage, discover the contributions
of Judaismandnative spirituali-
ties to this religious heritage,
and learn about elements of oth-
er religious traditions more re-
cently found in Quebec society”
– like IslamandHinduism.
At present, 73 per cent of chil-

dren in Quebec primary schools
and 57 per cent in high schools
take a class specifically in the
Catholic religion; about three
per cent take instruction in
Protestantism. Another 10 to 20
per cent take a more general
“moral education” class. About
fourper cent opt out entirely.
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LOSS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FEARED
‘Ethics’ course to be mandatory in schools

Group urges parents
to keep kids out

of new religion class

Montreal’s Eastern Orthodox
Christian community – Greeks,
Ukrainians, Russians, Serbians,
Armenians and Romanians – is
observingHolyWeek.
Marathon liturgies and can-

dlelight processions yesterday
marked Orthodox Good Friday,
when the faithful believe Jesus
carried a cross through the
streetsbeforehewascrucified.
There are 11 major Orthodox

churches in Montreal, serving
about 100,000 people. The differ-
ences among them are ethnic or
linguistic, not theological.
The spiritual focus today is

one of quiet mourning, solemn
meditation and strict fasting, re-
callingJesus’s entombment.
Pascha, or Easter, will be cele-

bratedaftermidnight tonight.

The two Christian communi-
ties – Orthodox andWestern rite
– observe Easter vigils on differ-
ent dates because they follow dif-
ferent calendars.
Orthodox churches rely on lu-

nar cycles to fix the date for East-
er. The rest of the Christian
world accepts the Gregorian cal-
endar introducedbyPopeGrego-
ryXIII in 1582.
Orthodox worship culminates

in a three-hourmidnight service
tonight, when believers cele-
brate the resurrection of Jesus.
Their faith teaches that Jesus
rose from the dead three days af-
terhewasput todeath.
Tonight’s services mark the

the end of five weeks of Lenten
restrictions, and are usually fol-
lowedbyrichmeals.

Eastern Orthodox faithful
celebrate Easter tomorrow

SAVING THE CENOTAPH
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